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 The included statement in program LZFI_AP_PAYMENTSUXX will be  
INCLUDE LZFI_AP_PAYMENTSU01. “Z_CALCULATE_SPLIT_PAYMENT  

 Class Library 2.6

Class Builder creates, defines, and tests the tools within the ABAP Workbench, and the global 
ABAP classes and interfaces. 

SAP defines the following naming convention for use within the SAP namespace. It is 
imperative that the ABAP Team observes the specific naming conventions for object types 
(classes and interfaces), or conflicts will occur when the system creates persistent classes since it 
will be unable to generate the necessary co-classes. 

2.6.1 Naming Convention 

The naming convention has been kept as general as possible to avoid adversely influencing the 
naming of objects.  

As with other development objects, it is important to maintain a distinction between SAP objects 
and Customer objects. Following the standard convention, the ABAP Team uses ‘Z_’ characters
to maintain the distinction between SAP and customer classes and interfaces.  Local classes and 
interfaces do not need to follow this convention. 

2.6.2 General Remarks 

When choosing names for development objects:  

 Use English names 

 Use glossary terms when possible 
For example, ZCL_COMPANY_CODE instead of ZCL_BUKRS 

 Use the underscore character (_) as a separator in compound names. Since names are not 
case-sensitive, this is the only character used to separate names.  

 Use names that describe the action, not the implementation of the action. 
Example: PRINT_RECTANGLE, not RECTANGLE_TO_SPOOL 

2.6.3 Conventions for Object Types 

Class and interface names in the class library belong to the same namespace as data elements, 
tables, structures, and types. Table TADIR is the central maintenance location, where the 
conventions have a maximum length of 30 characters. 

Table 21 – Class Object Types Naming Convention 

Class in the class library 
 

ZCL_<class name> 
 



NASA Enterprise Applications Competency Center 
IS01 

Title:  ABAP Development Naming 
Standards 

Document No.  IS01-NEACC-CF_ABAP-STD-SW- 001 Revision: H 
Effective Date:  01/31/2014 Page 20 of 41 

 

--CHECK THE MASTER LIST— 
VERIFY THAT THIS IS THE CORRECT VERSION BEFORE USE 

800-53-CM 

A class name consisting of singular nouns is preferred. 
 
ZCL_PCOMPANY_CODE, 
ZCL GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNT 

Interfaces in the class 
library 
 

ZIF_<interface name> 
 
The same naming convention applies to interfaces as to classes.  
 
ZIF_STATUS_MANAGEMANT 
ZIF CHECKER 

Local classes in programs 
(recommendation) 
 

LCL_<class name> 
 
A class name consisting of singular nouns is preferred. 
 
LCL_TREE_MANAGEMENT 

Local interfaces in 
programs 
(recommendation) 
 

LIF_<interface name> 
 
The same naming convention applies to interfaces as to classes.  
 
LIF PRINTER 

2.6.4 Conventions for Components  

Only one class uses components of global classes and interfaces. All classes use methods and 
events. In cases where many classes use the component, the usual naming standard, ‘Z_’ is used 
to maintain distinction between SAP and Customer objects.    

Table 22 – Class Components Naming Convention 

Method name 
 

<METHOD NAME> 
 
Method names beginning with a verb is preferred:  
 
Local method example: GET_STATUS,   
Global method example:  Z_CREATE_ORDER 

Events 
 

<EVENT NAME> 
 
Event names having the form  
<noun>_<participle>: is preferred. 
 
Local event example: BUTTON_PUSHED 
Global event example:  
Z COMPANY CODE CHANGED 

Local type definitions within a 
class (recommendation) 

TY_<type name> 
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TY_INTERNAL_TYPE, TY_TREE_LIST 
Data definitions (variables) 
 

<variable name> 
 
When naming variables within a class (CLASS-DATA or 
DATA), avoid using verbs at the beginning of the name 
(to avoid conflicts with method names).  
 
LINE_COUNT, MARK_PRINTED, 
MARK_CHANGED, STATUS 

Data definitions (constants) 
(recommendation) 
 

CO_<constant name>  
 
CO_MAX_LINE, CO_DEFAULT_STATUS, 
CO DEFAULT WIDTH, CO MAX ROWS 

Recommended naming conventions are not mandatory. Use the conventions listed above if there 
are prefixes for these class and interface names. 

2.6.5 Conventions for Concrete Methods 

Table 23 – Concrete Methods Naming Convention 

Attribute access  
 

SET_<attribute name>, GET_<attribute name>  
 
Prefacing methods that access attributes of any kind with 
GET_ or SET_ is preferred. 
 
GET_STATUS (local method) 
SET Z USE COUNT (global method) 

Event handler methods 
 

ON_<event name> 
 
Methods that handle events begin with ON, followed by 
the name of the event that they handle, is preferred. 
 
ON_BUTTON_PUSHED (local method) 
ON Z BUTTON PUSHED (global method)  

Methods that perform type 
conversions 
 

AS_<new type> 
 
AS_STRING (local method) 
AS_Z_ISOCODE (global method) 

Methods that return a Boolean 
value 
 
These methods may not return any 
exceptions.  
 

IS_<adjective> 
 
IS_OPEN (local method) 
 
IS_Z_OPEN (global method) 
 












































